
Audit Committee 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
      
DATE & TIME:   April 8, 2014 – 4:30 PM 
LOCATION:   Karen L. Binder Library, Sixth Floor, County Office Building 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  Richard Parete, Chairman 
LEGISLATIVE STAFF:  Fawn Tantillo 
PRESENT:  Legislators Richard A. Parete, Tracey A. Bartels, Richard A. Gerentine, Kenneth 

J. Ronk, Jr., Kenneth Wishnick, non-voting members Comptroller Elliot 
Auerbach, and Deputy County Executive Kenneth Crannell (designee of County 
Executive Michael P. Hein) 

ABSENT:   None 
QUORUM PRESENT:  Yes 
OTHER ATTENDEES:   County Attorney Bea Havranek, Esq., Legislative Attorney’s Cappy Weiner, Esq.  

Erica Guerin, Esq., Purchasing Senior Buyer Carol Armstrong, Reporter Hugh 
Reynolds 

  

 Chairman R. Parete called the meeting to order at 4:32 PM 
 

 
MOTION NO. 1            Approving the Minutes of March 4, 2014  
 
Text of Motion: Resolved to Approve the Minutes of March 4, 2014  
 
Motion Made By:   Legislator Gerentine 
Motion Seconded By:   Legislator Bartels 
 

Discussion:   None 

Voting In Favor: Legislators R. Parete, Bartels, Gerentine, Ronk and Wishnick 
Voting Against:  None   
No. of Votes in Favor: 5 
No. of Votes Against  0 
Disposition:    Carried 

 
 

 

 
MOTION NO. 2            Enter Executive Session  
 
Text of Motion: Moved to enter Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the bid 

proposals for Independent Auditor 
 
Motion Made By:   Legislator Ronk 
Motion Seconded By:   Comptroller Auerbach 
 

Discussion: Chairman R. Parete asked individuals present to introduce themselves.  He then suggested the 
committee move into executive session to discuss the five proposals.   

 
Legislator Ronk made a Motion to go into executive session. 

 
County Attorney Bea Havranek told the committee that she had rendered an opinion about the previous Audit 
Committee selection and would be happy to answer any questions. She reminded the committee that their 
scoring sheets would be subject to the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) but any personal notes or comments 
are not subject to FOIL. 
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Legislator Gerentine suggested that before going into executive session, the committee should be polled to see 
if there was any clear choice for what firms the committee would like to bring in for an interview. 

 
Carol Armstrong said she thought it would be more appropriate to do that in executive session. 

 
There was a brief discussion about how to proceed.  The question was put to Legislative Counsel Weiner who 
advised the committee that any discussion about the firms and their ranking should be done in executive 
session. 

 
Comptroller Auerbach seconded the motion to go into executive session. 

 
Voting In Favor: Legislators R. Parete, Bartels, Gerentine, Ronk and Wishnick 
Voting Against: None   
No. of Votes in Favor:  5 
No. of Votes Against  0 
Disposition:    Carried 

 
 

 
The Audit Committee entered executive session at approximately 4:37. 
 
The Audit Committee exited executive session at approximately 6:00. 

 
 

 
MOTION NO. 3            Interviews of Firms who submitted bid proposals  
 
Text of Motion: Moved to request all five firms to be interviewed on April 23, 2014 

beginning at 4:30 pm, in the Karen L. Binder Library.  
 
Motion Made By:   Legislator Bartels 
Motion Seconded By:   Comptroller Auerbach 
 

Discussion: Chairman Parete asked for the record to reflect that no action was taken during the executive 
session. 

Legislator Bartels moved that all five firms be invited to be interviewed on April 23, 2014 at 4:30.   

This was seconded by Comptroller Auerbach. 

Legislator Gerentine clarified that each firm would be given a half hour to make their presentation and answer 
any questions.  Carol Armstrong will forward any questions the committee has for the firms ahead of time. 

Legislator Ronk said that the committee would discuss the interviews immediately following the last interview 
while the information was fresh in their minds and hopefully make a decision that night. 

Deputy Executive asked that all the questions be forwarded to the committee members ahead of time as well. 

It was agreed that any questions the committee members have should be forwarded to Senior Legislative 
Employee Tantillo who will then send them to Carol Armstrong in Purchasing to forward to the firms. 

Voting In Favor: Legislators R. Parete, Bartels, Gerentine, Ronk and Wishnick 
Voting Against:  None   
No. of Votes in Favor:  5 
No. of Votes Against  0 
Disposition:    Carried 
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New Business: 
 
Audit of the Sheriff’s Department 
 
Legislator Bartels raised the issue of an audit of the Sheriff’s Department.  She asked the committee members to 
consider if they want to do a separate RFP for such and audit and seek a firm with specialized experience with this 
type of audit. 
 
Comptroller Auerbach brought up the fact that the Sheriff’s Office is made up of three divisions (Civil, Corrections 
and Road Patrol) and suggested the committee clarify which division they would want an audit to focus and what 
would be the objective of the audit.  He said this would be important to outline before the committee seeks a firm to 
do the audit. 
 
Comptroller Auerbach then discussed audits done by specialized firms and the audits his office has done on various 
areas within the Sheriff’s Department. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 There being no further business before the Committee, a motion was made by Legislator Gerentine, 
seconded by Comptroller Auerbach and carried to adjourn the meeting at 6:06 PM. 

 

 
 
Dated the 11 Day of April, 2014   
Fawn A. Tantillo, Senior Legislative Employee 
Minutes Approved On: 


